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ever, that revolutionary movements in these countries, even if
they did not aim at socialism, would weaken and eventually cause
the disintegration of the British Empire. Moscow was not so much
interested in the internal effects of the revolutions in these coun-
tries as in their external repercussions.

In a resolution drafted by Lenin, the Communist International
declared:

England, the stronghold of imperialism, has for a century been suffer-
ing from overproduction. Without the possession of extensive colonies,
which are so necessary for the marketing of products and also to pro-
vide raw materials, the capitalist structure of England would have
broken down long ago under its own weight. While it holds hundreds
of millions of inhabitants of Asia and Africa in slavery, English im-
perialism at the same time keeps the British proletariat in subjection to
the bourgeoisie . . . The separation of colonies and a proletarian revo-
lution at home will overthrow the capitalist system in Europe. For the
achievement of complete success of the world revolution, the co-opera-
tion of these two forces is essential3

In 1922 it was Lenin again who wrote:

. . . This is but one episode in the history of the downfall of the inter-
national bourgeoisie . . . India and China are seething. They represent
more than 700 million men. With the addition of the adjacent homo-
geneous Asiatic countries, they represent more than half of the world's
population . . . The revolutionary movements that are on the rise in
India and China are already being drawn into the revolutionary
struggle, into the revolutionary movement for an international revolu-
tion.*

And in December, 1926, the International hopefully stated:
"The Chinese Revolution is one of the most important and power-
ful factors that destroy the stabilization of capitalism . . . The
further victories of the Revolutionary Canton Army, supported
by wide masses of the Chinese people, will bring about victory over
imperialism and independence for China."5

The Second Congress of the Communist International stated
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